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Purpose of this Report

Federal Law, under the Safe Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy
for Users (SAFETEA-LU) passed in 2005, requires Metropolitan Planning Organizations to publish
an annual listing of projects using federal funds obligated in the preceding year. This list
provides a record of projects delivered for the preceding year, and is intended to keep the

public informed of government spending on transportation projects.

This report is designed to address these federal requirements by listing federal funded
transportation projects in the Stanislaus County region that were obligated in Fiscal Year 2007-
08. Obligation of federal funds indicates a project received a commitment from the Federal
government to reimburse lead agencies for the federal costs of the project. Obligations do not
necessarily represent the total cost of the project, nor does it indicate an expenditure of

dollars. It also does not signify a project initiation or completion in that year.

About the Stanislaus Council of Governments

The Stanislaus Council of Governments (StanCOG) is a regional planning body that represents
the County of Stanislaus and the Cities of Ceres, Hughson, Modesto, Newman, Oakdale,
Patterson, Riverbank, Turlock, and Waterford. The agency is governed by a 17-member policy
board consisting of representatives from the nine member cities, Stanislaus County and from
Caltrans. StanCOG coordinates the allocation of federal and state funds to transportation

projects in the county.

As an agency designed to be the central link between local governments in the county,
StanCOG serves to facilitate intergovernmental communication to gain a comprehensive
understanding of local needs and priority transportation projects. From this collaborative
analysis, StanCOG directs transportation planning, coordination and financing efforts to a mix of
transportation projects which addresses both local and regional transportation needs and

objectives.

Stanislaus Council of Governments [2]



Annual List of Federal Obligation Projects FY 2007-08

The Policy Board

This governing body is composed of 17 representatives including mayors, a Caltrans delegate,
and other staff officers from the nine jurisdictions in the Stanislaus region. The Policy Board’s
purpose is to guide policy making decisions through a collaborative and cooperative process to
include interests and resources from each local jurisdiction. The board establishes the direction

and immediate policies for transportation improvement projects proposed and planned.

A separate policy advisory committee composed of a designated representative from the
member jurisdictions, and assisted by a technical advisory committee provides technical details
to the Policy Board regarding current projects, policies and regulations. The Policy Board utilizes
these resources to formulate a comprehensive analysis to guide their policy making decisions

and work activities.

S$tanCOG Policy Board

Farrell Jackson- Chair City of Oakdale

Anthony Cannella City of Ceres
Ben Manley City of Hughson
Jim Ridenour City of Modesto
Janice Keating City of Modesto
Brad Hawn City of Modesto
David I. White City of Riverbank
Mary Jackson City of Turlock
Becky Campo City of Patterson
Charles Goeken City of Waterford
Jeff Grover Stanislaus County
Jim DeMartini Stanislaus County
Vito Chiesa Stanislaus County

Dick Montieth
William O'Brien
Ken Baxter (District 10)

Stanislaus County
Stanislaus County
Caltrans (Ex Officio)
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Regional Transportation Plan

As the agency responsible for coordinating transportation planning in nine cities, StanCOG's
long range transportation plans for the region are articulated within a 23-year regional
transportation plan. The current 2007 Regional Transportation Plan was developed with
extensive public involvement and adopted by StanCOG's policy board in May 2007. This plan
includes an assessment of overall growth and economic trends in the region, and provides a

strategic direction for transportation capital investments.

The plan is updated every four years to reflect the latest state and federal transportation laws
and policies. It discusses new planning priorities, changing projections of growth, and the
region’s increasing travel demand. In each four year update, StanCOG strives to ensure the
efficient movement of people and goods, while selecting transportation projects that improve

air quality throughout the region.

The Stanislaus region relies on funding from federal, state, and other revenue sources to
support these transportation improvement projects. Over the 23-year regional transportation
plan, federal funds represent approximately 14% of the revenues for system improvement
strategies. Only projects listed in the Regional Transportation Plan’s financially constrained list

are eligible to be placed in the Transportation Improvement Program for federal funding.

Transportation Improvement Program

Required by law, the Federal Transportation Improvement Plan (FTIP) is a comprehensive list of
transportation projects for which federal funds are anticipated or where other federal action
such as a review for impacts on air quality is required. The FTIP represents StanCOG’s
investments and transportation priorities for its nine governing cities as it relates to highway,
public transportation, freight, bicycle, pedestrian and other surface transportation
improvement projects. The majority of the projects in the FTIP are aimed at increasing the

efficiency and safety of the transportation network in the region.
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StanCOG prepares and adopts the FTIP every two years. By law, all FTIPs must be in
conformance with air quality requirements, cover at least a four year period, and contain a
priority list of projects grouped by year. In addition, federal policy requires the FTIP must be
financially constrained by year which meaning dollars programmed are not to exceed the
available dollars estimated. StanCOG’s 2007 FTIP was approved by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) on May 9, 2007. Projects obligated in this listing, are included from the
2004 FTIP.

This FTIP represents a consensus among local, state and regional officials as to what the
region’s transportation priorities are, and thereby establishes the bases for the eligibility for
federal funding. In order for a project to receive federal obligation, the project must list its

funding requirements in the FTIP.

Public Participation

StanCOG works extensively with the public to identify and provide solutions to the community’s
local and regional transportation priorities. Per federal law requirements, StanCOG provides the
public with comprehensive information of their plans and an opportunity for the public to
submit their comments. Public participation and comments on the Regional Transportation
Plan, Federal Transportation Improvement Program and other plans are essential ingredients
that enhance StanCOG’s ability to make informed planning decisions regarding the current and

future transportation needs in the region.

Annual Listing of Federal Obligation Projects by Agency

The annual listing shows that approximately $15.5 million of federal funds were obligated in
Federal Fiscal Year 2007-08 for the Stanislaus Region. StanCOG programmed over $27.7 million
in the Federal Transportation Improvement Program to meet these obligations. Stanislaus
County, which is the second largest of the represented agencies, has the greatest amount of
funds obligated for the fiscal year at approximately $8.5 million. The chart below details the

amount of Federal Obligation funds by each agency.
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Table 1

Federal Obligations by
Agency Fiscal Year 2007-08

Federal Funds Total Amount in Percentage

Agency Obligated FTIP Obligated

Ceres $389,932 $630,790 2.5%
Hughson $244,152 $311,522 1.6%
Modesto $4,167,871 $12,556,752 26.9%
Newman $151,221 $190,190 1.0%
Oakdale $418,270 $1,100,210 2.7%
Patterson $157,155 $224,860 1.0%
Riverbank $231,840 $876,285 1.5%
Turlock $285,806 $357,843 1.8%
Waterford $770,000 $1,070,208 5.0%
StanCOG $201,648 $344,970 1.3%
Stanislaus

County $8,487,876 510,084,277 54.7%

Total $15,505,771 $27,747,907 100.0%

Ceres Hughson
2.5%
B Newman
Stanislaus County. g H0%
RAIE Oakdale

- ~Riverbank  10%

REY | \5%
StanCOG/ Waterford Turlock

1.3%

5.0%

Stanislaus Council of Governments [6]

1.8%




Annual List of Federal Obligation Projects FY 2007-08

Annual Listing of Federal Obligation Projects by Improvement

StanCOG and the partnering jurisdictions prioritized a balance of transportation projects to
improve regional mobility for both motorized and non-motorized travel. Roadway, transit, and
non-motorized improvement projects were selected based on community need and in tandem
with the Regional Transportation Plan. The obligated federal funding consisted of
approximately $12.3 million for roads, $0.9 million for bicycle and pedestrian improvements,
$0.2 million for transit projects, and $1.9 million for maintenance and operations related
projects. The following chart below illustrates the breakdown of obligated funds according to

project improvement type.

Table 2

Federal Obligations by
Improvement Type Fiscal Year 2007-08

Percentage of
Number of Total
Improvement Type Projects Federal Obligations Obligated
Roads 23 $12,353,359 79.7%
Bike/Pedestrian 6 $934,272 6.0%
Transit 2 $256,737 1.7%
Maintenance and
Operations 11 $1,961,403 12.6%
Total 42 $15,505,771 100.0%
Maintenance
and Operations
Transit 1.7% \12_5%
Bike/Pedestrian <

6.0%
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List of Abbreviations

FHWA Federal Highway Administration: This is a component of the U.S. Department of
Transportation that was established to ensure development of an effective national road and
highway transportation system. FHWA exists to assist states in constructing highways and roads
and provide financial aid at the local level.

FTIP Federal Transportation Improvement Program: Each of California’s Metropolitan Planning
Organizations prepare a Federal transportation Improvement Program incorporating all
highway and transit projects funded with federal funds.

FY Fiscal Year: This is an annual schedule for keeping financial records. For Regional
Transportation Planning Agencies, the fiscal year measurement helps with the budgeting of
transportation funds. In the State of California, the fiscal year is from July 1 through June 30.
The federal fiscal year is October 1 through September 30.

RTP Regional Transportation Plan: This is a comprehensive, long-range transportation planning
document that serves as a 20 year (minimum) design for a region. It includes a list of current
and future projects based on population growth models, travel demand, and financial resources
available.

SAFETEA-LU Safe Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users:
This Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century builds on the initiatives established in the
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act. It increases overall funding for transportation
through the assurance of guaranteed level of federal funds for surface transportation, the
strengthening of safety programs across the Department of Transportation, and through the
investment in research and its application to maximize the performance of the transportation
system.

StanCOG Stanislaus Council of Government: Regional planning agency who represents ten
jurisdictions in the Stanislaus area. The agency reports to a policy board to ensure effective
strategies to monitor growth and needs for the Stanislaus region.

Stanislaus Council of Governments [8]
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